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NOTICE OF GERM PLASM RELEASE OF 'RAINBOW' WILD PLUM 

The United States Department of Agriculture, Soil Conservation Service, the  
Texas  Agricultur eriment Station, and the  T e x a s  For ervice -Ounce 
the germ plasm re of 'Rainbow' wild plum (Pmcracs sp 'Rainbow' is 
a composite of f cessions, sel e S o i l  Conser- 
vation Service P l a n t  Materials Cent 
been made from seed produced on the  
superior forms. 
f o l k  Marsh. The permanent number assigned t o  'Rainbow' wild plum is 

'Rainbow' is a perennial fruit-bearing shrub o r  small tree, 
w a s  composed of four accessions chosen because of t h e i r  excellent f r u i t  
producti d varying f r u i t  maturity dates--maturing from June through 
October. s attr%bute allows f r u i t  t o  be avai lable f o r  wi ld l i f e  over an 
extended period, 
Field s tudies  have proven this plant 's  multiuse a b i l i t y  t o  help with erosion 
control and plant d ivers i ty  in the  reclamation of mine spoil ,  in addition 
t o  being an excellent plant  fo r  use by wi ld l i f e  and f o r  beautification. 
appears t o  be adapted throughout Texas and southern Oklahoma on wel ldra ined 
t igh te r  s o i l s  t o  sandy loam so i l s .  

increase has 

The species predominate in  the  composite i s  Prmmcs cazguati- 
plants without attempt t o  reselect 

PI-434240. 

The composite 

Propagation is at tained by seed and/or root sprouts. 

It 



2 

riginal seed increase block w i l l  be maintained a 



varying times of fruit maturity. 

from June to October. 

Combined into one accession, the plants 
11 mature fruit over an extended period, making fruit available to wild- 

No attempt to select individual forms has been 
the bulk mixture has been maintained. Hybridization does exis 

ection and no effort has been e for reselection. 

A l l  of the seed collected to date have been handpicked. 
that large quantities of seed cannot be made available to the public at an ' 

economical cost because of nonmechanized harvesting. Specialized uses 
this plant as a mine and land reclamation species support the need for 
release of this plant. 

It is anticipate 


